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It's important oto begin this discussion in Philosophy by making ndte

of the fact that the main study material was the or constituted the main
phiiosophical essays of Mao Tse Tung. And this morning we have final
word of the verdict of theleadership of Mao Tse Pung and the Chinese
Communits Party. The decision apparently was that Chung Ching and Chung
Ching Chou were both sentenced to death. And their death sentence

was suspended forrtwo years presumably they said to allow for repentenc e
and Wong Win who was the factory worker from Shanghai played an active
role iﬁthe Great Uprising which was the struggle for power in Shanghai
during the cultural revolution was sentenced to life. And You Yo

Yipg Young, who was the journalist who wrote the first article under

the instructions of Mao leading off the Cultural Revolution through his
articles, was sentenced to twenty years. And, the generals who were
associated not as much with that period of the Cultural Revolution as
earlier on with Yow, got - 16 to 18 years, something like that. The
importance of that is a couple of things. Number ome, its important to
say that there are a lot of people in this country who are part of
therrevolutionary movement who know all those Chinése names more than
they know the names of important political figﬁres in this country.
Frankly speaking, I know more abbut the political bureau of the Chinese
Communist Party, particularly'dufingigvg years from say 1966 to 1975,
frankly, than I do the inner wbrking of inner _wo:kingsAof the National

Committee of the Republican Party, which has more to do with say,
. o] ' .

housing in this country, and in part that reflects how we came to

-
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learn Marxism as a result of what was happening in China in the middle
of the 1960's on into the early 70's. And in part it reflects what
fundamentally what remains the dogmatic posture, not in a sense you know
of yelling out slogans and memorizing documents,,bﬁt just in the sense that
if we want to make a revolution in the United States we have'co intimately
know our enemy and we have to intimately know ourselves. Anyway, that's one
point. Another poiﬁt however, is that}@he case of China we have another
concrete case of the history of revolution that ends up doing a flip-flop
from the positive to what appears to be the negative. You know, in other
words, Gun Chou Ping and the raest of those éeople appear not to- be revolu-~
tionaries, certainly when compared to Mao. A lot of people are now dis-
illusioned by tﬁat. People who believed in the Red Flag, now see it thrown
down and stomped on in the dirt by the very people that once believed in it.
And this is a very heavy period, it happéned before in the case of the
Soviet Union. When Stalin died, and then Kruschev and people seized power
in the Communist Party in the Soviet Union began a whole series of rewversals,
and that led to a lot of disillusionment, and people just said, "Damn, we
believe in Revolution but the Revolutionaries are messing up, and therefore
does that mean that ultimately we will mess up? If we were ultimate y
going to mess up anyway then why do it?" And a lot of people got disoriented.
. It's like reports today in China. College students = trying to study -
Marxism, the question is "ﬁhat is Marxism?". And if at every point a group
of people are going to come forward and suddenly the line on something is
going to change, then if at any given point you inves t too much in believing

a particular position, then it might cost you your carrer,vit might cost
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you your job later. Point is that people are becoming cynical about Marxism
and China today and people are saying, '"What the hell, well we'll just go
with the tide." In other words, opportunism begins to take over. And the
whole idea of lines of demarcation between correct and incorrec; stands 1is s
something that is being corroded. But see, before Stalin, of course early on
it was a question of Trotsky, and a lot of people who had believed in
Trotsky when Trotsky was expelled, all over the world Trotskity movements
emerged. The whole point here is that it's precisely in this context that
we have to return to the fundamentals of Marxism/Leninism. We have to
return to the fundamentals of Marxism/Leninism by on the one hand trying
to remain loyal to the world history of revolution andlto continue to stydy
the lessons of world’revolutionary practice. At the same time, we have to
dig deep down to our own experience and apply these lessons, because only
then will revolutionary theory really be ours. Not people who are bringing
the lines in Chinese to United States, not people who are bring the line of
African Liberation Movements to the United States. But rather people who
are guided by revolutionary theory can sum up the conecrete experience and
practice of people in- this country. People who constitute in fact the force
that have to make a revolution. So while it's important for us to think
about the worldwide importance of the Chinese struggle parﬁicular in light
of the decision today, we have to look agfin an all-sided way, but mainly
look at it from the p o i n t of view of what can we leary, how can this
help us make a revolution here in this country. |

Today, I'm going to try ot to in some short amount of
time cover certian key aspects on the question of philosophy. The first

point of course has to be why we study philosophy? The fact is, is that in
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the main philosophy is something people study in college. It's a course

you take. Even something you might major inm; particularly if you don't

know what else to do with your life. Then on the other hand philosophy

is also walled off from the other disciplines. That is to say that

philosophy somehow is something that philosophers do for the philosophers.

In that to the extent that we can discern various categories of course

the most important one is the history of philosophy that that's what

most college departments of philosophy are concerned with.
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trying to understand what it is that Plato and Aristotle and other philosophers
have said and what they have meant. Mostly, of course, is the study outside of
the historical social context'so that most of us study the history of philosophy.
No one happens to mention that the motor production in Greece was a slave motor
production in that it was slaves that produced the surplus that enabled Socratees,
Plato and others to have the time to philosphize in the manner in which they did.
Otherwise, they would have been out in the fields growing food or at some kind

of a loom making clothes. That is to say that necessity would haQe ariven them
.to do other things.

Of course philosophy is also connected to religipn. Not only the religious
ideas but more importantly and perhaps more usefully to the question of ethics
and morality. That is to say codes of conduct that people have used and were
prescribed in some abstract way within the context of society. And, of course,
here to the establishment of abstract principles of for ethical behavior have to
always be looked at in terms of the social context that they're used in so that
theré again if ethical and moral p:inciples are divorced from their social context
they become meaningless.

And then there is metaphisics, there is language analysis, there is a
philosophy of science, there are schools of thought like exextentionalism, etc. etc.
However, the main point is that most of this stuff constituteg a separate body of
literature divorced from history and certainly divorced from the concrete needs
of peoples lives particularly the students who go in those courses and take those
subjects. When we turn to the society at large the fact is is that there are
many examples of hos philosophy is very much a part of the lives of people who

where-.
live in our community. First of all, one of the context philosophical influence
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has to do with religion in the church. The main reason why this can occur is
because is because of culture and tradition that people are routed in the church
particularly out of the rural experience where the church was a functional important
social institution and a culture becomes like the bait and the glue. 1In other,
words it seduces and draws people in and then keeps them there. And in that con-
text their consciousness is influenced by the ideas that dominmate the central
aspects of bourgeois thinking, The central aspects of bourgeois thinking inde-
pendent really of the implicit metaphisical notions. That is to say that if

you make a study of religion you will find that theology and philosophical con-
cerns change and they change in response to the ruling ideas in any given time.
That is to say the kind of thinking that led people intghgrusades or the kind

of thinking that led people forward into the frontier, the kind of thinking that
led people to agree that one war is a good war and another war is a bad war had
nothing to do really with #- standard definition of what was in the Bible or a
standard definition of some wholly document. But it had to do with h&b/52o5Ta¢
use religion to rationalize and put forward the main ideas of the ruling class

of any particular time. In the end, of course,abstractly;}Eepresents a particular

world outlook . But if this world outlook does attract change in religion

inﬁut to this purpose culture is the main bait and the glue that keeps
people there.

Another thing of course, another main way, is just implicitly the kind of
pragmatism that dominates thinking in American society. Because of the particular
character of American society, how and when it was born in the context of rising
capitalism; the context of development of cities and the context of constant
change, a sort of fundamentally opportunist philosophical orientation is whatever

works is right, The negation of theory, the negation of trying to explain the
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real mysteries but rather simply getting over from day to day,frcm project to
project, from week to week, from year to year is a fundamental pragmatic approach.
So that is very little over=-arch in theory. In fact Americans in general look at
theory with disdain.” Its something thats not practical. It's not a prac-
tical activity: so that people are tied to the perception in that people are
tied to the immediate kind of whatever it works is right. As opposed to
understanding of logic the internal working for something the internal
contradictions that pragmatism is the dominant philosophical tendency in
the country. And that third,in the context of crisis what happens is
there is always the rise of escapist mysticism. Particularly this is
true among people who are divorced from the mainstream cultural activities
in the church. This is something associated with the marginal petty bourgeoise.
This is something associated with the marginal students. The rise of
astrology, terret cards, numerology, all kinds of other escapist mysticism
is used ofttimes as an entertaining sideline. The fact is that in our
community there are people who are consolidated around these things. And
every time that we go to the conferq%%%ﬁes tggsﬁiggk United Front there will
be people selling Astroiogical charts, there will be people who are actually
charting'péople, there are people who come into TIMBUKTU. These represent,
of course, the cheapest most degrading intellectual pools used to subordinate
the masses to bullshit. I mean total unadulterated bullshit. And the ideg
that young intellectuals and students would be influenced by this represents
almost the lowest state of some kind of intellectual rationale for almost
anything. To pick up the Sun Times and to turn past the front page, past

the sports page to a Omarr or whoever reflects people basically standing
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in a society which is literally exploiting and (?repressing) them with no
possible idea of what's going on. And the extent to which people do this,
just agggeople who are reading comic books is the extent to which that's who
they are. You see. In other words people are what they do. 1It's not
possible to read astrology every day and nbt to have some backward thinking
in your consciousness. Iﬁﬁfﬁat's something that has to be routed: out.

And if you study it, it's only under the context of crisis. In other words
in the 1960's when things were on the rise most people would not have
stopped to entertain that. And its precisely when problems emerged that
they couldn't there was no theory, there was no understandihg,

there was no method that people in turn to (===~-- --~halfway side I=======-- )

Now, of course all these things constitute the reasons why we need
philosophy. Why we need revolutionary philosophy. Mao Tse Tung once used
an expression that I think fits exactly our current situation. He said
cast away 11llusions and prepare to struggle. Cast away illusions for us
especially when we think of illusions being routed in middle-class objective
elitism, such as is characteristic of college students and teachers and so

called educated people really has to do with the struggle of materialism

vs idealism or to quote my on practice which speaks directly to

those of us who come out of a college t context Knowledge o is a matter of
science and no dishonesty or concéit whatsoever is permissible. What is re-
quired is definately the reverse. Honesty and modesty. If youvwant
knowledge you must take part in the practice of changing reality. In other
words the point is, most of the attitudes and dispositions that exist on

the college campus really are preposturous and constitute illusions. That
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honest and open discussions to facts 1is mostly something that does not
happen and is something we have to fight against.

Secondly, the question of prepared struggle. Here, of course, we're
talking about change, we're talking about,in philosophical terms, dialectics
trampling over metaphysics. Mao says the following, "The active function
of knowledge manifests itself not only in the active leap from perceptual
to rational but'", and this is more important, "it must manifest itself
in the leap from rational knowledge to revolutionary practice. The
knowledge which grasps the laws of the world must be redirected to the
practice of changing the world. Must be applied in new with the practice
of production,in the practice of revolutionary class struggle, and the

l’
revolutionary national struggle and the practice of scientific experience.
That is to say one must take this knowledge, put it in the world through

the concrete acts of engaging’ifgtruggle. So,fundamentaily we can say we
need revolutionary philosophy because it givés us a good method of study,
it gives us methods of thought, it guides us in using theory to practice.
Now,before I go onf?itwant to mention is the first chapter of vol. I
of Intro. to Afro AmeriZ;;-Studies because we designed this chapter con-
sciously to give a firm philosophical basis in dialectical materialism
to Afro-American Studies tto Black Studies?’ifixogoﬁgYégwlaggﬁége, in an
attempt to identify the in the consciousness of the people who wnuld be
taking the course in the context of these times you would see our attempts-
to lay out the basic and fundamental and fundamental features of dialectical
and stored materials. Let me go along now to talk about some basic concepts

angiggply these concepts to see how philosaephical thinking is key for under-

standing how o to go al-s«i the practice of making a revolution in the United

States.
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First Mao makes clear decisive contributions to our understanding
of marxism. That is revolutionmary philosophy. One is the distinction
between what he calls the fundamental contradiction.and the principle
contradiction. To quote Mao, '"The fundamental contradiction of the'pro-
cess of development of a thing and the essence of the proéess determined
by this fundamental contradiction will not disappear until the process
is completed. But in the lengthy process the conditions usually differ
at each stage. The reason is that although the nature of the fundamental
contradiction in the process of the development of the thing and the
essence of the process remain unchanged, the fundamental contradiction
becomes more and more intensified as it passes from one stage
to another in the lengthy process. In addition, among the numerous major
and minor contradictions which are determined or influenced by the
fundamental contradiction,some become intensified, some are temporarily
or partially resolved or mitigated and some new ones emerge. Hence the
process is marked by stages. It goes on a little later, to say, to clarify
somethingaboutthese stages within the context of development and funda-
mental contradiction that"there are many contradictions of process of
development of a complex thing, One of them is neaeésarily the principle
contradiction (defined - Whose existance and development determine or
influence the existence and development of the other contradictions ) in
other words, the difference between. fundamental contradiction and the principle
contradiction is that the fundamental contra. ion defines what it is you
are talkinchout. For example, if we are talking abaut capitalist society,

there is a fundamental contradiction at its origin to its end. As defined

by the central character of what defines the capitalist system. The capitalist
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Qﬁfyﬂbh-is fundamentally defined by the struggle between the classes that

are by definition, the most important classes; the working class and the
capitalist c1ass§utWithin the life of any capitalist society, there are

many stages within the development of that society. Of course, we notice
immediately by referring the analysis that Lenon made in imperialism.

That imperialism is a stage in the development of capitalisﬁ. It. constitutes
a change. It does not mean that the fundamental contradiction is gone.
Fundamental contradiction is still the workers and the capitalists. But

the nature of that contradiction as Myles says, "It intensifies
"Tt's intensified." It's intemnsified because of the changing development
of the internal stages and the development of new principle contradictions
as the system developes. We'll get more to how that appears today a little
later.

So first the contradiction for the first conceptual clarity is fundamental .
contradiction and principle contradiction. Now Stolin makes clear how
this basic philosophical, or these philosophical, tools contribute to or grasp
a revolutionary politics and program ‘then he makes a distinction between
strategy and tactics. In relation to the fundamental contradiction is the
concept of strategy. Stolin says in foundations of Lenonism, '" Strategy is
the determination of the direction of the main blow of the proliterait at a
given stage of the revolution. The elaboration of a coresponding plan for
the disposttion of the revolutionary forces and the fight to carry out the
plan throughout the given stage of the revolution. Now here what Stolin is

talking about is}@he context of the fight in Russia for revolutionary
e .

socialism. And what he talks about are three stages. First the struggle
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against the Czar with the struggle against feudal monarchy authority. And
he talks about the mobilization of the workers and peasants. The second
stage he talks about is once that had occorred during the year 1917 when
the monarchy was ovérthrown. There was a struggle as to which class was
going to dominate. With the rising bourgeoise which was comnected to the
capitalist motor production which was connected to a stage in between
feudalism with socialism going to dominate? Or,on the other hand, with
workers going to dominate and lead the country past that stage into socialism.
So that one power has been overthrown and then there is a period of struggle
between these different classes as to which w@uld control. And then once
it was clear that the workers had seized control(in 0ctober%}¥%3m that point
it was a question of the stage was a development of buildigg/;ocialism.
So that here we're talking about that at ééch stage there was a different
fundamental contradiction or fundamental contradictions that had to be dealt
with. And that that would constitute each of those stages. Now, he goes on
talk

to about tactics, "Tactics are the determination of the line of conduct

with the proliteriat in the comparedly short period of the

movement (approx 5/6 of the way through side one, tape 1, or slightly better)
of the rise or the decline of the revolution. The fight to carry out this
line by means of replacing old forms of struggle and organizing of organiza-
tions by new ones, old slogans by new ones by combining these forms etc."

When you're talking about the quote I just read on tactics has to do
with understanding that in non-revolutionary times change is relatively slow.
In revolutionary conditions change is very rapid. Now, there are many attempts.

to sum up the Russian Revolution if we were to refer to the history of the
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communist party Bol s S we would see the whole sweep of the

historical

process. On the other hand if we were to read a book by John

Reed called Ten Days that Shook the World we would read a journalistic account
of virtually an hour by hour discussion of the struggle over tactics in the
Russian Revolution during the period'of the actual move to seize power.
Now, once you've recognized the difference between a slower period and a mare
rapid period we can then see that the period leading up to the overthrow of
the Czar and the period from 1917 October forward.really represent larger
historical periods in which change is relatively slow. But the period of
those months during 1917 were periods of active revolutionary struggle in
which there was day-te-day week-to-week struggle over what kind of slogans.
For example, the big struggle occurred in the central committee of the

party over when to declare the need for our struggle, when to call for

people to take up arms and begin to ‘fight. In fact, there was a very
important central committee meeting where Lenin and a few others wére pre-
pared to go against a leading force in the party numbers becausethOple

were hesitant about the time to call for arms struggle. But it's pre-

cisely that kind of timing the revolutionary moment that where tacties and
strategy come together. It's where principle contradiction furd amental
contradiction come together. It's unéer those conditions that rather than
the overall dialectical principle of a thing Preaking down into contradictiqn
that one dividing in to two. A thing having two c%asses twoaspects to a
contradiction etc. is where things come back together so that these two

things become the same thing. Where the principle contradiction is in fact

the struggle of the workers and capitalist straight-up over power.
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Where in the question of the tactics and strategy. The tactics, for example,
of actually seizing power with force is at the exact ﬁoment of taking control
of the state. So at the point of (END SIDE ONE TAPE I) /SIDE II

Further then and bringing it more concretely out of an abstract realm
into a concrete realm. We're led to grasp the difference between revolution
and reform. Revolution is connected to fundamental contradiction is connected
to strategic considerations. Whereas reform is commected to principle contra-
diction. Tactical consideration. And of course our concern is not reform
or revolution. Just as our concern is not strategy or tactics. Just
as our concern is not fundamental contradiction or principle contradiction.
That would be an incorrect approach walling off one from the other. The
correct approach is to understand the dialectical relationship between the
two. What is the relationship between the two? What is the relationship‘
between the two. Which one is dominant and which one is not dominant?
How do they relate to each qther? Stolin says the following in Foundations
of Leninism, "To a reformist reforms are everything while revolutionary
work is something incidental, something just to talk about,mere eyewash.

for
That's why the raform

tactics under the conditions of bourgeouise rule
reforms are inevitably transformed into an instrument with-strengthening that

rule. An instrument for disintegrating that rule. An instrument for disin-

1

tergrating revolution. In other words, democrats give CETA jobs and that
’ which is

means the Democrats are cool. Even though the feform# fighting for

people to have sometning to eat - a job ans so on - obviously are intrinsically
valuable. That is to say, somebody getting a job is somebody having some
money. But the fact is that the reform fought for in that way would tend

to make it look 1ikeinmmy Carger or the democratic party was doing something

good for people.‘ As opposed to a different way of fighting for that kind of
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reform. But to continue with the quote, " To a revolutionary,on the contrary,
the main thing is revolutionar& work and not reforms. To him reforms are the
bi-product of the revolution. That's why with revolutionary tactics under

the conditions of bourgeouis rule reforms are naturally transformed into

an instrument for disentegrating that rule into an instrument for strengthening
the revolution into a strong point foir.:'he further development of the revolutionary
movement. The revolutionary will accept the reform in order to use it as an
aide in combining legal work with illegal work. Legal wo;k would be something
like helping somebody apply for welfare or whatever or holding rallies that
are based upon peoples rights and so on. Whereas illegal rights would be
preparing somebody to do something that obviously had to do with breaking the
law. Like there is a law against somebody conspiring to overthrow the
governﬁent or there is a law against using arms to do different things.

There is a law against a revolutionary right against self-defense
against the police, etc. eté. And to intensify and to recover the illegal
work for the revolutionary preparation of the masses for the overthrow of

the bourgeouise. That is the essence of making revolutiomary use of reforms
and agreements under the conditions of imperialism. The reformist, on the
contrary,will accept reforms in order to renounce all illegal workf To thwart
the preparation of the masses for revolution and rest in the shade of

bestowed reforms. Like Urban League, Jessie Jackson and 3 whole bunch of
other people.who ultimately will say that afte%l%he democrats did us good.

That is the essence of reforms tactics. Now, we can see how there is some
clarity to how we have to find themes for Black integration for 1980.

and 1981. Revolutionary Black Power and Building Unity for the Revolution.

Revolutionary Black power is the slogan on the fundamental strategic
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revolutionary level. Within this there is a contradiction- revolutionary and
Black power - these are the two aspects of the contradicition. Mao says,

"In any contradiction the development of the contradictory aspects is uneven.
Sometimes they seem to be in equilibrium, whic h is however only temporary and
relative, while uneveness is basié. Of the two contradictory aspects, one
must be principle and the other secondary. The principle aspect is the one
playing the leading role in the contradiction. The natune of the thing is
determined mainly by the principle aspects of the contradiciton. The

aspect which has gained the dominant position:f Remember now, if you just
listen and think about the contradiction, on the one hand the aspect is
revolutionary, on the other land the aspect is Black power. I'm talking
about the Black Liberation Movement. He said the nature of a thing (the
Black Liberation Movement) is mainly determined by the principle aspect of

a contradiction. That is two aspects, such as which one is prinéiple.

The aspect which has gained the dominant position. But this situation is

not static. The principle and non-principle aspects of a contradiction
transform themselves into each other and the nature of the thing c hanges
accordingly. The given process or the given stage of the development of

the contradiction

a) 1s the principle aspect, and
b) is the non-principle aspect.

At another stage, or in another process, the roles are reversed.
A change determined by the extent of the increase or decrease in the course
of each aspect in its struggle against the other in the course of the

development of the thing.

We often speak of the new superseding the old. The supersession of
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the old by the new is a general, eternal and inviolable law of the universe.
The transformation of one thing into another through ieaps of different forms
in accordance with its essence and external conditions. This is the pro=-
cess of the new superseding the old. In each thing there is contradictions
between its new and its old aspécts:- Black power, revolution--new, old, new.
In each thing there is contradictions between its new and its old aspects.
And this gives rise to a series of struggles with many twists and turns. As

a result of these struggles the new aspect changes from being minor tgeégﬁor.
and rises to predominance. Revolution, while the old aspect changes from
being minor to major and gradually dies out. And the moment the new aspect
gains dominance over the old, the old thing changes from qualitatively

into a new thing. It can thus be seen that the nature of a thing is mainly
determined by the principle aspects of the contradiction--the aspect which

{_ When the principle aspect which has gained predominance changes ?
has gained predominance.~;§he nature of the thing chahges accordinglys

That is on a general level of philosophical discussion. We applied this
to our understanding of revolutionary Black power the following way:
(quote from 1980 and News) '"Our struggle for Black liberation walks
on two legs. One being the most important immediate situation but, both
have great significance in the course of the long run. Leg one - Revolution
means that there mustvbe a consistent fight between all forms of exploitation.
A revolutionary is not just a fighter for one'"( and you could read that one
of anything, Black people women, Chicago, me, anything. Its not just a
fighter for one but a fighter for all. "A revolutionary sees evil for what
it is no matter who the victim is and no matter who the wrong doer is. A
revolutionary not only fighté against thg individuals who carry out impressive

acts. More important in the long run a revolutionary fights against the entire
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system which includes such oppression, exploitation in the nommal course of
its operation. Leg two - Black Power means taking control wherev%%fsgbple
are the majority. This is a basic democratic right that mus t be ;;;eld by
all revolutionary minded people. An example, of this, coming soon in Chicago-
the next major city to have a Black majority. Thus if Chicago 1is over 517
Black, then the Mayor's office, the city council and other agencies must

be controlled by a Black people. If the state of Mississippi becomes

517 Black--its aBout 40% now-~tha same holds true for that state's govern-
ment as well. Where Blacks are not in the majority the proportional repre-
sentation should be the rule. This is the importance 6f the 1980 Census. . .
The test to whether people are revolutionary or not is whether they will
support the move by Black people to take power from the capitalist ruling
class. And there are politicians in geographical areas and institutions
where Black people are the majority. For Black people therefore there is

a big and important difference between reform and revolution. A reformist
says 'we must not go fast' and that'we must wait until the presemt rulers
give us a piece of power and that no basic changes are needed in

capitalism for Black people to be freej A revolutionary says that if

Black people are going to be free that capitalism must go and that now

ig the tfme for Black masses to rgge?gnd struggle and fight the revolutionmary

Black power by any means necessary. Black power of the old type 1967 was

consciously reformist; Stokely Carmichael, Chuck Hamilton's book and that
whole thing. '"The last reasonable opportunity' for capitalism to avoid
revolutionary change. Black power of the new type, revolutionary Black

power, fights for immediate reforms withunderstands that only fundamental
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revolutionary change will free Black people in the U. S. Fighting for

is- and must be consciously upheld as the

revolutionary Black power -
fight for socialism. The Black masses led by itsproliterain core WILL

nor are but will That is to,say the new rising aspect of the movement,

~ the new thing the thing that will transform the Black liberation movement
will rise up and fight against the capitalist class and its entire

system of power and socialism. That is the statement of a strategic
orientation. The question of Black people-what is their line on the Black
liberation movement.? How does that fit in to the overall strﬁggle

for socialism-that is to say the pverthrdw of capitalism-that is to say

the basic fumdamental contradiction of all capitalist society. This

year's slogan, '"Building Unity to the Revolution" is a slogan on another
level. Here the focus is on the principle contradiction. Tactics for the
revolution., The reforms that helped to build the revolutionary movement.
Even in 1980 in the last two paragraphs of the editorial we made a class
for this years position. '"There is no better time to build a principle
unity among all who generally want Black liberations and right now. We need
the unity of Black people form all classes and all walks of lifesrof all
political persuasions. We need the unity of Black women and Black men.

We need the unity of revolutionary.Black communists and Black degressive
Christians. We need the unity of nationalists and integrationalists.

We need the unity of Black workers and Black students. We need the unity of
Black people in different parts of the U, S. from Chicago in the north to

o,

Mississippi in the south .rom New York in the East £0- california in the west.

In cities like Chicago we need the unity of Black people on the West Side



ABDUL Tapes
Page 18

Black people on the South Side. We need the unity of Black people and
progressive people of all nationalities. We need all of this unity
if our decisive struggle against the capitalist system which oppresses
and exploits the masses of all of us if our strugglé against this is to
be recorded.

Now, in 1981, we made our theory. Note what Stolin says here:
"Theory becomes purposeless if it is not connected with revolutiom ry

practice just as practice gropes in the dark of its path if its path is

not DELUMINED(spelled by sound) By revolutionary theory. We satisfy this b
because our current position

of building unity for the revolution is based
on our concrete summation of the practice that's going on in the context
of the Black liberation movement right now. And further we are infact
are completely involved in this practice as well.

Ourxr theory of three unities sums up whats happening. First type one
the question of building unity and concrete struggle. Here its clear that
we are careful to follow the philosophicai orientation of Mao Tse Tung, the
philosophical orientation of Marxism, Leninism by stressinézghe practice
of Black people fighting to be free. Its the practice of people concretely
fighting to transform their lives. 1Its the concrete struggle agaiﬁst the

and classe that oppresses us. That practice that constitutes

institutions,
the most important context of building unity. In fact, its that stand,

that position that enables us to smoke out the opportunist and the slick
talking nero-nationalist who attempted to avert the movement by grabbing

hold to certain things and then negating peoples struggles. But not

allowing these contexts like the B:... United Front to be the place for that



ABDUL Tapes
Page 19

kind of discussion of people who are engaged in struggle.
The second type, the question of meeting people and having conversations

in is its key (half way through side two Tape I) mainly

because as we state of the relationship that this can have to the summations
of practice and guiding people to go back into practice. Our line is
fundamentally based on the Marxist theory of knowledge that conferences
should be summing up practice and guiding people to go back into practicé.
Its a place for the establishment of the revolutiomary rational kmowledge.
Its a context for the summation and the clarification of lying.
| Now, if you go to our revolutionary to our ten point program we can

make some further clarifications. In these ten points, the first point is
being a foot forward we demand revolutionary Black power is obviously a
strategic demand. It has something to do with building socialism. A particu-
lar line on how that's going to come down.

Secondly, the tenth demand is equally a strategic demand. Building
a fighting Black leadership committed to building principle unity and mass
struggle around a program of concrete action for revolutionary Blacdk power.
Both of those are strategic. Both of Egggé have to do with people who are
committed to destroying the system. People who have a strategic orientation.-
People who are committ;d to revolution.

And two through nine constitute our identification of the most impor-
tant context for tactical reform struggle to link up the masses of people
in revolutionary combat.

Demands two, four, six and nine: jobs, housing, hospitals, affirmative

action, and education. These are social welfare questions that have something
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to do with the welfare of peoples day to day lives.

Demands three, five, and seven: war, racist violence by the Klan,
police brutality, and the war and the draft all constitute concrete ways
that the state,through errors of co-mission or o-mission, terrorize people.
And it constitutes the most naked use of the ruling class of power against
the masses of people.

And, of course, the last point is the question of women, which is
a special question. A question that cuts through all of our consideration,
and a question which 1s a vital question for our understanding or for our

organization of women who are linking the fight of all people against this

problem to this capitalist system and pre-capitalist soci-

aeties as well.

';‘
'

o —

“0.K.  All that is a general kind of statement. Now I want o
become more spécific about how this is useful in our understanding our
political position regarding world revolution, regarding the U. S.
war/struggle in this country etc.

With regard to the question of the fundamental contradiction of
strategy and revolution our orientation basically was the position that
was developed in the world communist movement in 1963 in summing up the
world. That there were four fundamental contradictions in the world
based upon Lenin's analysis of this being the epoch of imperialism and
proliterain revolution. First it was the contradiction of the socialist
camp vs. imperialism . Second was a contradiction of the proliteriat vs.
the bourgeoise within capitalist countries. Third it was a question of

oppressed nations fighting imperialism. And, forth it was a question of
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imperialist countries fighting each other or groups within an
imperialist country fighting each other.

Four. All four of these had to be resolved before you would have
world socialism. A lot has happened since 1963. And what I want to suggest
is that in this period realigmment we could now begin to see two big
categories.having to do with these fundamental contradictions.

Firét is a category of class struggle within countries; and there
are different types that we can see unfolding. First, of course, is in
the advanced capitalist countries like the United States. The intensifi-
cation of class struggle mostly frﬁm our experience in the United States being
the onslaught of the ruling class against the working class. But,because
we understand the dialectical process,obviously the Trade Union Movement or
the Independent Workers Movement is not dead.and is not without some capacity
to fight back.

Secondly, we can see that in countries that have haq some socialistic
experience that they are the remaining class contradictions. After all

this is sometning that Mao pointed out and what the whole culture revolution

was about. Regardless of whether a country is on the road concretely to
restoring capitalism or-whether or not its a'queséion of revisionism in the
partying and the policies of the party and the government had gone astray

but that there are still fundamentally socialist institutions and so on.
Regardless of the position of any given country its clear the class struggle
is unfolding and is becoming sharp. This is true in the Soviet Union, this

is true in China as well. This is also true in Viet Nam.
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Zimbabwe

And the last example is in the Post~-Colonial world.where the question
of the unity of the nation against imperialism has ceased being the domin-
ant there is class struggle unfolding. Countries like(§g%%égi§)in fact
countries like Zimbabwe which is in a transitional state. The class struggle
is sharpening up. And yod'll find, for example, contradictions between
spontaneous workers struggles in Zimbabwe -s€rikes and the central govermment,
and different positions regardiﬁg vhat's principle and what's not. The point
is all of those constitute clas%struggles within éountries and they are all
sharpening up.

The second category of things has to do with a struggle in the
international arena hetween countries. And all of these have class characters.
None of this is devoid of the class essence of the contradictions.

First,we have the continued existence of classic coloniélism. And,of
course, for us its very clear that the major example of ER?& is in.South Africa
where you have a case of a settler colonial regime dominating an African
Nation. And,of course,that cannot be divorced from British, U. S., German=--
that is Western Imperialism=-so that the class essence of that is not only
a question of class courses within South Africa - is a question of the class
forces from those imperialist countries that historically (?butcherist) and
protective.-the settler regime,

Secondly, you got the continued strugglgéf the post-colonial regimes
against neo-colonialism. Good example of that would be OPEC would be the
struggle of the producer of organizatioms. Particular examples of that
would be Boxite, would be oil, something that failed, and like that. So,

for example, take a country like Nigeria. While Nigeria on the ohe had has
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an intensive class struggle developing -on the other hand, the fact that Nigeria
produces oil, puts it in contradiction with the large industrial advanced
gapitalist countries in their need and drive for consuming oil and so on.

And then, the last point I want to make in this category is the
struggle between imperialist countries and of course that becomes very. -
clear to us the contradiction between the United States and the common

market in Europe, the contradiction between the United States and Japan

and so on.

QUESTION: You said the ques tion of unity against imperialism is start-
ing a wave in thfg country?

ANSWER: Well, early on I was talking about the question of what's the
dominant contradiction in any country.

QUESTION: And you're saying that unity against imperialism is starting
a wave in the faces of class struggle in each individual
country?

ANSWER: Yes. .

QUESTION: How is that when imperialism stegging out ? (less than %of tape to go)

ANSWER: This is the kind of thing I'm talking abbut. We have two
countries, 0.K.? Within each - this is a third world country -
so I've got haere bourgeoise, proliteri}t, peasantry, and
bourgeoise proliterg}t. Now, in the period of colonialism the
main thing was that this pole of personation fighting (illustra-
tion)this, with the main target, of course, being this;we're
also paying attention to the particular benefits and therefore
the special conditions ronfrnntiqgthe workers of metropolitan
countries. In other words, you read Lénin. The main thing
Lenin is talking about is the absolute necessity of workers
_E?revolutionaries in metropolitan countries to fight against

national oppression. Because there is our objective benefit

that people derive from it. In other words everyone in the

Unites States derives benefits from energy has been used to

rip oﬁfifﬁg western world. Now this does not mean that workers
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consciously participate In the exploitation does not mean that
workers in this country would have to have a standard of living
like a third world country. This is a more advanced society.
But, we have benefited from the ruling classes rip-off. That's
one content. But, what has happened is, and under this con-
dition, this class divides into what is historically been called
a national bourgeoise and a comprador bourgeosie. That is to say
there is a contradiction within the capitalist class of (like)
Nigeria. The difference would be the home industries, small
scale food production, market women who got their money through

commercial trade and then by land, maybe going into farming,
nayRd can_consider small factories,

They represent indigenous
bourgeosie. Bourgeosie that is not contingent, does not depend
on these people. On the other hand this compador class

has to do with the people who manage and oversee the investment
of the capitalist back in Europe. So they're time linked here.
Now, to the extent that it is a national question united all
these people. Not uniting these people cause they're going
inevitably side with the bourgeosie which is the basis for their
being up there. Which is the baéis of class priviléges. But
that's one thing. Once you begin to talk about nationalizing,
the Nigerian govermment taking over and so on, this class
deminishes in its importance. And as this class deminishes

in i.znportalnce,r’hen

thts struggle intensifies. So that for
example, R s e

I went to Nigeria a few years ago, both contradictionms
are staring you in the face. But, there was no longer the kind
of national drive to the Unitedfﬁgtions. Where the main thing
was a national liberation front. The main thing now, is for the
workers and peasants to form a communist party which is designed
not only to fight against the world capitalist system, but

specifically has its cross-hairs on these people right here.
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QUESTION:

ANSWER:

Bailey:

ABDUL
ANSWER:

So these people now, not just these people, these people

live in areas of Lagos and other places where they

literally havghgoldiers surrounding it with brand new weapons
from the United States to keep the working peasants of
Nigeria out.which is where these people live with maids

and houses and private schools amd the whole business.

That is to say the eternal class contradiction sharpens

up. But, that doesn't mean that this contradiction between
the national baurgeosie which now controlls the production

of crude petroleum in Nigeria and the bourgeosie, that
contradiction is still there too.

Do you say the class contradiction is sharper?

This contradiction is sharpening up. This contradiction is
there too. And it depends on the world situation. You know
vhat I mean? Its influx. But,right now before this class

the compradof bourgeosie is no longer the critical class.

The unity of the nation for Nigerians is not the principle
thing. Now the principle thing is the class war against their
own indigenous bourgeosie.

Now let's see what's here in a situation like Zimbabwe. When we

heard from colonial moves and everybody (almost end of side two

tape I) was united against their external enemies, they just go
closer to independence, something thats been going on a long
time. As they get closer to their independence a lot of

positions inside, cabinet members o« o e

Well, but see I think its important not to get sidetracked.

but that's true politically. Actually, whats happening in
Africa is countries like Nigeria, Zambia, countries where there
is a working class. Ain't no working class in Zimbabwe. Working
class in Zimbabwe works in Zambia, works in South Africa. That
is to say Zambia exploits wokers and in a moral thing in terms of

if you just add all of Zimbabwe who work in extractive industries
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or in production industries. Whereas, if you were to say
in Africa when you talk about communism as anywhere in the -
world, the first thing you have to say is what is the
material basis END OF TAPE,

cause part of the problem that is in Zimbabwe is who are
you people? All of them constitute the petty bourgeosie.
All the people in Zanu, all the people in Zaku, all those
people who are fighting it out. You know, the ministers
and so on. Not one historically was a trade union leader.
with roots among the working class. There were teachers,
intellectuals, diplomats 'That is to say after so many
years outside the count%&??gﬁshave to call different ones
diplomats, you know if you're traveling around during
the meetings'. But, who's rooted concretely among the
practice 6f the masses in the context of what? producing
the wealth as workers. Which means that :
a) you're not an isolated little peasant offtto the side
by yourself. You are engaged in common practice with
people transforming nature. '
What does Mao say about practice. Three kinds of practice
Class Struggle, Scientific experiment and production. This says that
the collective production of the masses is where you have to be rooted to
make a revolution. Now, its a ve ry fluid situation. The main thing I'm

trying to point out here is that there is two things, within countries there

are all kinds of class contradictions, between countries there are all kinds
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of clags contradictions. And that the four contradictions that were laid out
in 1963 no longer constitute an accurate summation of exactly what's going
on. For example, the first contradcction that was pointed out was that
there was a socialist camp vs. imperialism. Socialist camp doesn't exist any
more. So that's just not true.

Now, in the United States,thé fundamental contradiction has
to do with both class and nationality. What'; important here is that these
are not separate and distinct things. So that of the two, the issue here
is that class constitutes a principle contradiction.

In the movement, and this gets back to the question of -===<=---
If we were to ask ourselves 'what are the fundamental contradictions facing
us?' we would have to say that it is the development of the three revolutionary
weapons; the development of revolutionary wvangard parties, tﬁe development
of the United Front against imperialism, and the development of armed forces
fighting for revolution. These are the three fundamental things that we need.
This would put the movement at another stage - fundamental.

ANSWERING A QUESTION

Yes. In otherwords what I just laid out in regards to
fundamental contradictions: first-what is happening in

. the
the world; second-what is hggpgﬁ%nﬁﬁigggogégggé’ And
third-what was happening in the revolutionary movement.

When theparty in the United Front against the imperialism
and the Armed Forces, people are prepared to fight.

For example,if you right now would go to Harlem county
Kentucky and relate to what it is that the minors are

talking about, you'd find people who are ready to fight
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without any question. Armed and prepared to do it
and more people have done it. That is to say, have
used weapons. Stragiht up. And not in a game, but
when they fight or have a strike the signs say "them
and us'" and there is no ambiguity about who's with
them. It's the police, it's the pinkerton agents
its all representatives. Scabs and its straight up.
And its a life death struggle. It may obstensively
be about, at a certain level, a struggle over wages.
But its a struggle over wages that at best reflect

a generational struggle between people who had been
beaten down over generations by the minds.and who

had fought back against this being beaten down vs.
the people who operated the interest of fimance
capitol} the people who sit up in New York and
Chicago and someone reaping the benefits of their
misery. That is something that is going to be char-
acteristic of the ggatmasses of people. In a sense
its going to be like back to Gunsmoke. It will only
be by having a party and a United Front that is a set
of fighting forces the people are going to be united.
Its sort of like when Dick Gregory, Mohammed Ali or
Jassis Jackson, or any clown or any entertainer is

sent out by the _ruling class, you know when Black

rise up to fight back, what does that mean? Well if
peoples heads are stilingging clowns and listening to
commedians tell jokes and tell about these diets . . .
and think that has something to do with getting freedom
then they'll say cool, come on Dick. Right? But

the fact is that when Dick Gregory or somebody went out
into Watts, I think somebody got shot. See. When

King went out there they were in Birmingham or one
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of those places, they were going to shove them aside.

in other words the worship of all these people they don't
Like lay down!, or what happened in Miami.... In
other words when the masses rise up a lot of the Bullshit
is put forward gets thrown aside. And people want people
who represent struggle. See. And that's why, for example,
Snick was important, thats why Panthers were important and
thats why in the same sense that we have to be important.
Recognize its fires. Not the clowns. Recognize people
who are committed to the strategic concerns of making a
revolution. People who have the welfare of the people.
Not the day to day sloppy kind of welfare that goes on
in the common institutions that we've been forced to live
in on a survival gig as important as thay . historicallf
have been, but the bright future of solving the problems.
Not of heaven in the heaven, but, a heaven on earth
concretely made with human hands. That's what we have to

represent.

Now, on to the principle contradiction. First thing we have to
say is that in the main the principle contradiction has to do with these
country to country struggle mainly still third world struggle against imper-
ialism or against domination. After all that what Iran is all about, that
is what E1 Salvador is all about, thats what Nicaragua and the S
is all about. Thats what South Africa is all about, thats what Poland is all
about. The struggle of countries against domination; against foreign domination.

However, and this is on the world scale, not in any particular country in

terms of what's happening, However, its clear that following closely on this
and complicating it is the contradiction between the Unites States and the
Soviet Union. And this contradiction means that world war which of course
will affect everything in the world is on the horizon. And whats interesting
is that if you would examine the way in which the United States ruling is
dealing with the Third World struggle whats happening is that the United States

is using these to prepare for a world-wide conflict. It is precisely Ronald
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Regan talking tough to the Iranians that provide the political cohesion the
United States necessary to overcome the dissillusion in Viet Nam and to pre-
pare people.to fight in other world conflicts and to prepare young people to
rush headlong into the army and to volunteer for the draft. These are the
things. When Regan is going to prepare to give concrete aide to overthrow
the left forces in El Salvador... In every stage while the United States
recognizes this question of still Third World struggle is whats determining
the course of politics right behind that still is this question of the Soviet

—T——,

Union and the Stagfi‘grited and could easily, very easily become the dominant
thing and could become a hot war very soon. Much sooner than anybody realizes
I think., Now specifically in the United States talking about ihe fundamental
contradictions involving both class and mass oppression its clear that

we have to target class exploitation as a principle contradiction and recog-

nize how that is jutensified

in a national form that isin class exploitation
is intensified when it eomes to Black people. Fundamentally, thats why Bill
Wilson's book is correct. That is to say, there is a declining significance
of race in the sense that the Black middle class has privilegés now which
are not crumbs but are actually glue that ties them to the system. That

is to say this guy pierce who was appointed by Reagan to be in the cabinet
these hundred Black peaple, including Charles Hirsch formally from Malcolm

X College, who met me in New York or a conference that some ruling class
intelle ctual type like Thomas Seoul; these are people who are consciously
going to agree to arrest and murder Black revolutionaries throughout the
country. These are in fact the Black people who stand to be ovens and

force Black people into struggle inside the ovens to be gassed in the

Hitler fashion. These are the people who are indistinguishable from the
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Rockefellers and the Duponts. Not that they run it. They just indistinguish
from them like Malcolm describes the'house niggers' %rom the plantation

owner got sick said 'we sick'. That's the point. However, its important
that while it has a national form we not liquidate the national character

of it. And that of course repfesents the point of view in college.

QUESTION:
When you say that Wilson's book is correct you mean in a statement of the
interest of
ANSWER Well, what 1is Wilson say? Wilson's book says tht affirmative action programs

in the main have helped middle class people. In that the main problem is -

that the masses of Black peoplerafe'gigoe%ggggécalﬁzcgﬁ éo% ggd 5 aE themagses of

peop*e
So, as far as theyre concerned problems have gotten worse. What

Wilson is trying to do and does a bad job of it; the title is bad, the
bourgeosie don't like the title, the Black middle class, the Black petty
baurgeosie intellectual speaks out about the title. But the instance of
the book is that the people who have benefited from the 60's have not been
masse§bf our people. The people were still unemployed are the masses of
Black youth but he denonstartes that if you're black and you graduate from
Northwestern, you have almost the same chances of some white people.

0. K.? But if you're a dropout from Phillips high School or Englewood

or Marshall or Crane you're in trouble. Cause everybody in your’community

is in trouble cause that's where 50% of the people are employed. For

those students at Northwestern or Urbana or any of the prestigious schools

are going to have income levels at least at entry (he doesn't have data
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ANSVER has to do with the life span). But the data demonstrates that middle class
o people got over and everybody else didn't. Now that's why middle class people

freak out about it. Because if you say (example) here is a type community

here is a bourgeosie and here is a proliteriat. 1f you say its

racism, then everybody equally is oppressed. So that middle class people,

so that when the masses of people fight against racism, and then the aling

class says alright cool we're going to now target affrimative action targets

and we're going to say that 5% of all these jobs have got to go to black

people. The question is who gets those 57. of the jobs? Those people.

Whyé These people speak Black English. These people have police records.

These people grew up in homes where they didn't gag_enough and therefore

when they went to shcool they were hungry and didn't learn. These people

went to school and smelled like pee. And therefore the teachers thought

they were ignorant and dumb and ought to be in the remedial class. These

people, on the other hand, went shopping before every school year and were

cleaned up, were methodists, Episcopalians, and Presbyterians,know how to

eat properly; know how to speak properly, know what a paragraph is, never
been in jail, know what a vacatign is. All those differences. And there
fore they would get the job. It means it made semse. And its pracisely
those people that condemned Wilson. There are some other problems with
the book but the main thesis is the declining significance of race is cthat
the light chances of the bourgeosie among Bléck people and Blac kmiddle cal
1‘Eb§n- these people. Now, by talking about the-

class are at another leve

cycle, this is 1960 and '78. 1980 and '90 it may not be no secret. It
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may not be no affirmative action. In which case, the difference is racial

then its a different situation. Then it doesn't matter wheteer you speak
Black English or whatever other language histroy. If you Black you won't
get the job.

In terms of the movement, in terms of what's principle. The principle
thing in the movement today is the nature of the leadership overwhelmingly
the reformed leadership that got its biggest play under Carter, the Andrew
young's, the Jessie Jackson's. Beyond that level the Jessie Hill's, the
Vernon Jordans, a lot of people's names we need to know and
to know their history. These people who are the dominant forces. They are
the ones who called the shots. They Were e most important people in
America. They are the ones that Johnny Johnson gave awards to in addition
to himself and all his cronies. On T V trying to make us believe that
they were all so terribly relevant.

Now, in 1980, as we pointed out there is a rise of attempt to form
a new radical militant center for Black Liberation Movement. Precisely in
that context we have the struggle between the opportunist and the revolu-
tionary. 1Its precisely that you characterize our understanding of the struggle
between the communiversity of the African community of Chicago and the Peoples
College.

I want to end up with a couple of quick comments about two other
contradictions that characterize our work. |

(1) One is with regard to students. What does Mao say with regard to

you? Mao says how should we judge whether youth is revolutionary?
How can we tell? There can be only one criteria:?%ﬁ%%%ér
or not he is willing to intergrate himself with“;;e broad

masses of workers and peasants and does so in practice.
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If he is willing to do so and actually does so, he is

a revolutionary. Otherwise he is a non-revolutionmary,

or a counter-revolutionary. If today he intergrates
himself with the masses, then today he is a revolutionary.
If tomorrow he ceases to do so or turns around to
oppress people then he is a non or a counter-revolutionary.
Mao here is applying philosophical principles. He goes
on in the essay on practice to say that as a guide to
students, if you want to know a certain thing you must
personally participate in the prActical struggles to
change reality. Change that thing. For only thus can
you come into content with them as phenomenal. Only
through personal participation in the practical struggle
to change reality. On every campus, can you ungover the
esseﬁce of students in general. Only then can you even
comprehend them. The principle contradiction in this
country facing progressive students-is not theory but

is practice, because there is plenty of theory. And
further it is that context of practicing the mass line
talking, summing up your experiences, having the exper-
iences yourself, engaging in common practice on the mini
context that are outdated. That experience creates the
necessity of analyzing the past Snicks, the Panthers,

The Black Student United Front in Detroit, National Asso.
of Black Students, whatever. Otherwise what we have to

ask ourselves is this, "
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"What is the source of the question that drives us to
examine practice for what kind of rational knowledge
that would lead to tﬁ%i?e%glutionary practice we needg
If we got all this experience in the past, what do we
ask of it in order to géin knowledge to make a revolu-
tion marry student movement. Its got to come from the
necessity that we face when we engage in trying to go
out and understand and unite with the students the way
they are. So thats a philosophical comment on that.
Also I think its important for us to understand some-
thing about Peoples College in the way of which we try

g, comment

to operate. I just want to make on the eensus

con ference. The Census Conference focusing on the
L~

Black Undercount was a battle on the philosophical fronmt.

It was a fight between materialist approach to examining
the powers of Black people and an idealism approach.
Fundamental question of what was real. And what we demon
strated was the following: (i) The Census had admitted
that there was an error but said their incorrect number
was the best game in town. They admitted that the world
was out there as an external objective gavity (which is
what we assume as well). They admitted that tﬁeir symbolic
representation of that was incorrect. Which we agree with
but then they said that was the best thing you could do,
Which then fhe 'gates' the statistical methods.that they

used determined that they were wrong. Which is a rather .
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sinister kind of position.where we have to, if we read and
understand, we have to accept the fact that the numbers are

wrong, and yet accept it. So, we, contrary to their

position, demonstrated that this error was (a) (politically,

economically, etc.) significant and we discussed the consequences.

Further, we demonstrated that these errors were historically
determined and reflected the form of national oppression and

that historically existed at any given time.
What we have done is ¢ontributed to the philosophical
subversion of the'ruling class of the government and we created
a basic s tool of struggle that will be true of decades

to come.

What I tried to do is to lay out a basic set of concepts.

- that we need to constantly discuss. Fundamental contradictions,

gtrateey o .. tics , revolution

principle contradictions,
refom; all of them in.relationship to the theme in 1980
Black Liberation Month.,revolutionary Black Power and in

1981 Black Liberation Theme 'Building Unity for the Revolution'.

We must continue to deepen and carry on philosophiéal discussion

and debate but we must do so not in the confines of small groups
not in the confines of classfooms but, out among the masses.
This means that we're going to have to learn about three or

four things. We're going to have to learn about Religion, and
actively engage people in discussion of religion‘and what kind

of philosophical ideas exist there since that is pervasive among
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our people. I'm saying this principally, you see I would

say this differently about workers in a factory like working
in a trade union or something ?bﬁg I would students on a
campus. Because one of the things about the campus is that
ideas are bouncing around all the time. Even when people
aren't intellectual and there are a lot of people, contrary
to what people might think, there are a significant number

of people who would take up these ideas and debate them

with you. You know what I mean? And then talk about one sidé
vs another. I think that they are morellikely to read on
practicingggontraditions. They: the people who believe in
religion. And debate their point of view with us. Then ve
historically, people on the left, are prepared to study
religion and debate those ideas. But if our people are locked

up and the jail is called the church then on a philosophical
level, we got to understand the nature of the jail. And, of
course we cait confuse ideological and philosophical discussion
with polited emotion to build unity with people who believe in
God and go to church, etc. etc. But we got to prepare ourselves
to discuss the realities of revolutionary theories, of philosophy,
of theology, of religion with them. Secondly we have to better
understand pragmatism,f&%rﬁéve tc * - understand racialism,

and the kind of metaphysical and idealist thinking involved there,
We have to also understand fatalism. People who basically have

given up; people who say we can't win etc., and get at that the

roots, the philosophical roots at that. Marxism Leninist philosophy
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is an invinceable tool. Nothihg can stop it from catching hold

if we root it in the experience of the masses; If we can

explain it through the prism of our cultural experience;

if we can learn to how to defeat the wrong line that in fact

exist among the masses as opposed to the books we read or that

we might imagine exist. Fundamentally, philosophy is a tool

and a weapon. Philosophy is not an abstract luxury. And its
precisely through this reason that we started out our study of the
fundamentals of Marxism and Leninism with philosophy. And its

for this reason that in every step along the way in studying

Marxist/Leninist thinking and tools of analysis, like taking
up political economy next, that we will be referring back to
all these things that we dealt with in terms of philosophy.
--------- We have a problem here. The problemis thatits 12 o'clock and
that people are hungry but it seems that we better have a

little discussion before we bregk-<ee=--- L e e L L L E L L L e L L DD

QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? DISAGREEMENT§? STRUGGLES?
o Sk,
QUESTION: When you talk abou t revolutionary power amd looking at

that in terms of aspects of a contradiction, can you look at

it that way? It almost seems as if you're saying Revolutionary

Black Power characteriza the Black Liberation as it exists.
ANSWER: That's right. That is exactly what I'm saying. If you say this

is revolutionary and this is Black power then we can say that

it is a reformist and a revolutiom ry approach to Black power.

This is the typical Black Mayor and a whole lot of Black

bourgeosie thinking. This is a la%?%i?ﬁ people relatively
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small but over all but there you have it.

And that's a contradiction. In other words, one could do it
this way - now, within this revolutionary we say that
there is the false and truth. The truth has to do with

t his there ain't no other revolution. You can't call
anything else consistent unless in terms of being in

a capitalist society which has to do with what? The fundamental
contradiction, which has to do with what? Destroying
capitalism, creating socialism. And what are the set of
practices in the world and what is the theory that is
necessary for that is Marxism/Leninism. Ain't no other.

And then you have all kimds of other various unsundry
formulations. There are people who say all kimds of

stuff but who still would call themselves revolutionary

and that would include Dartry, that would include Manning
Merrill, that would include all kinds of people who

actively talk about d fundamental change, who actively

talk about some past hapenism, But that doesn't mean

that thats what they mean, cause if you mean it then this

is what you are. Because it is necessarily a conscious process
theres no way to approximate it, no way to spontaneously

get to it, there's no way to feel it. You have to subordinate
your mind. Subordinate your practice to the requirements
dictated from the nature of the kind of society we're

trying to change. In other words, its not about anybody's
will. Lenin didn't think it up, Marx didn't think it up
just off the top. I could say that by talking about the
aspects, the reason I went through that was right now

thats principle and as the Nixon thing develops among the
masses I think its going to be very=hard to sell Pierce,
Charles Hirst. They're going to get alot of money and

they are going to be on T. V. and the rest of it. But

most people are going to get drugged and a lot of the

other opportunist leaders who hear are going to smeak in the
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in the back door. We've got this struggle going on in
the Black Liberation Movement today. This is this.
Right now this is principle.

Whats significant is tht it put Marxism and Leninism on
the agenda. And after that struggle developed, anti-imperialism
led the Black Liberation Movement. And it was in that context

that we called the conference

of imperialism. That was a very significant-conference because

I think will be known historically as a significant conference
because it united intellectuals around a clear anti-imperialist

position. All that has now been changed. this group now has
control. They are going through every conceivable method of
intrigue and backroom double dealing that they can to keepus
out. That's what this whole business is in the United Front
and the party about constitution and who represents it and

got to watch those people. But they can't do nothing about,
you see, because either we will fight and gain ascendancy in
that context? Or that context will prove to be meaningless.

Because the basis of any context is mass struggle. The N.A.A.C,P.

still exists. Who thinks the N.,A.A.C.P. - needs the
?

black liberation movement?An¥Bgd¥&1{3§13 %§§? That they can

do is gove b give some T,V, time. That's what clear

It was Stevie Wonder, you dig? An entertainer who led this march!
That would be unheard of. Helf he was the N.A.A.C.P. or some
organization with some ligitimacy to lead Black people. The
best they could do is put entertainers on T.V. the ruling class
is in trouble because they don't have anybody who demands the
respect of Black people. People don't vote, etc. etc. When
Manning Bailey the Mayor of Washington got on peoples

when Jessie Jackson, before he could finish he went 'ballook'.

What could they do? Jessie was, you know what I mean? I mean
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they didn't want to hear that!

QUESTION: Can you talk to me atmut reforms; leadership vs revolution in
this category . Now, in terms of our day to day
practice of -___,student work . You got to
break that down some more bécausq obviously we talked about

uniting with as revolutionaries

in terms of leadership of the struggle. Whats that as we teach
it

And we are really talking about breaking that down a little
further. Talked about whats inside this group that call

themselves revolutionaries.

ANSWER: That's what this is! That's what this is! In other words, lets

be concrete about it, 0.K.?

QUESTION: What's bothering me is in this formulation there's a lot of
folks who are in fact reactionist not revolutionaries.

ANSWER: The critical thing is that we are not guided by ideology in
the sky. We are guided by the essay on practice. Thats precisely
what we put forward in the meeting. So that the real decisive d
difference is not whateg%§body calls themselves. Thats irrelevant.
What's relevant to us . in the context of this is what they gonna
do. Thats the only question. And thats where we expose people
and thats where people right now that are here will be won over
to this. And the people who are not going to be won over to this
are either going to be the éﬁgz-Thompsons, the Bobby Wrights'
and the people who try to avoid practice. And then thats the
way we expose them..... I don't understand twhat the problem was.
'cause see the problem here Doug is this - when we study on
practice on contradiction we can make it into an abstract logical
exeréise. Any given thing can be divided and you can just keep
on dividing and dividing and dividing. We have this deep giant

| chart. One into two and then each of these and thats four and then

four into eight and then eight into sixteen and that might look
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like whats for real going on in the world. Whats is
mugh more more simple than that. Its much more simple than that.
You know you read the essays out there on serving the people
with dialectics or philosophy is no mystery and much more basic
than that. Whemwe walk into a inbuk meeting, 0.K.?, the
significant difference is we say 'What are we going to do?'
Thats the way we divide the house. We do not initially divide
the house on the basis of ideology, we do not initially divide
the house on the basis of whatever kindOf‘Q:gggizag§ggg%ies they
want to create with their lawyers and constitutioms. We go in
there -and we say what arngg going to do? You gonna get down
with the Mollison struggle, you gonna fight over Byrd, you gonna
fight over police brutality, what do you want to do? And what
do we find? The house divides at some point. Some people want
to do womething, other people don't want to do nothing. Now,
whats interesting ié that we have we don't Ia ve whats going on
in New York. Whats going on in New York is the Black United
Front does some things. But as it turns out, they don't want
nobody else involved. They go out with police brutality, but they
don't gq%ry to do unity broadly around it. They just help their
pedple.‘ When other people come around they try to protect their
people. Because then they might learn that Gautry and

and various other people aren't the only style of leadership
I mean they don't know everything. Apparently there was some

dissillusion that struggle, we got some

people in New York who are going to sum that up for us. But

the United Front could get it all together come out ofcthat clean.
But the main thing is to how do we keep the thing simple and
clear. And whats clear is this divides down in terms of practice.
Thats the critical cutting edge. And thats political. The
political practice. The essence of our porision here in xhex
terms of being persistent is Marxist/Leninist; but thats not

the requirement we put on IMBUK and I think thata part of what

you were f driving at. And its not what we do in student struggle
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either. Because if we did, we'd be the only people out there.
And then that becomes self-servient. Because then you can say

we are revolutiomaries. Thats the way -~ is.

We are revolutiomaries, aint nobody else there. Well, then
who's to dispute you? everybody claps (claps). And then that
makes it look like its right and then everybody goes on where

they are going.

QUESTION: I-found the philosophy of

and particularly the laying out of
the three points reality, changes, knowledge. And how you talk
how the key questions in these concepts have unfolded historically
and people have taken one view or another and how this can be
seen in terms oftgestruggle we cannot yield into imperiglism.
And i wonder if we can continue to have a discussion along
those lines b4 because whats happening now, I think,and I
also listened to you Jessie Jackson is a special sermon on this
question of self-determination and he's been the firzt week
it was in regard to the manford Byrd issue and yesterday he
took it a step further, of course, it was still the same content
but he took it a step further, but its being popularized from
his viewpoint and it seems to me some of these questions are
raised over what are the key issueé %% reality in philosophy
papers? How we talk about identity . Because these

concepts are going to crop up and become popularized it, I
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pes

think it would be important for us to understand the basis of

them and whether or not they represent another

station of the struggle between idealism and(gg SE%E}%S%)

and how we are able to talk to people about them. Jessie

does have some compliments and its going to be out there a lot
among people in discussion and we we will be coming into contact
with this. So, we need need to have some basis to sum up

whats being said. And not just _____ for other current

things that are being . But to try to take this paper
and move it forward into our daily work and ...

struggle through diseussions with people. But. that you structﬁred
yesterday, cause he's coming off of this. I f you listen tho

to this you could easily get caught up in‘this cause it has

a nice ring to it. . 1Its a concept of self dete;mination.

Course it could be used in the left as well.

Well let me give you an example of how



ABDUL Tapes
Page 44

But If you look at the number of distrubuterships and bottleships you
dont hire any black people; Self determination means therefore
that we should have 25% of the dealerships and 25% of the bottleships
not jobs, he said, but what? Thus, you go back to that diagram on |
the other side of the board and start talking about affirmative action
applied to that situation means that like you need
a job. But | gqgryday.
Thats what the question in philosophical terms would be. If you're
to judge ideas by practice, then who is he targeting.for a change in
practice to represent positive development for Black people? 1Is he
targeting the practice for everybody? Or, is he targeting the practice
of a small gomw greup of people? Well he's obviously targeting the
group of people who wduld in fact be the dealership. Because why?
Well, if he is a part of that group or he is appealing to that é%up
then if you got a little money now and you wantto be a dealer and
Jessie wants you to be a dealer then you might give some money to
Jessie cause Jessie's saying you should be a dealer might help you

be a dealer. So, why would you give money to Jessie?
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COMMENT : Look what happened to breadbasket.
ABDUL: That's right. On the other hand, suppose you are a poor unemployed

person. Well we might not give our money to somebody who wants to be
you know, so you could help somebody else sell you coke-a-cola which
you can't buy now and you won't be able to buy later. But you might
give some money to the church because yox/_x’éay hey in the end the church
might do somethiné?%%ﬁﬁe in the short run and in the long run I might
go to heaven. And I.don't know what its like for people to believe

in heaven now or not. And I think its some variation out there that
we need to do someinvestigation. How much is the church a social

reality for people and how much is it a gateway to heaven? How

QUESTION: How would you deal with the philosophical terms of the use of the
word heaven? In some way or shape linguistics because
Jessie in reality was defining in class terms what usually the same
kind of concept that you would apply to the interest of the masses of

people.

ANSWER: .  See the problem is this its like the %ontradiction its You take the
concept of Malcolm (drawing on board - illustration) because this
self otherwise Black otherwise national or community or whatever
maaning everybody.wésees‘down into these classeséhat have different
interests and thats the basic breakdown. Meaning any time you talk
about the whole people of the United States, Black people whatever,
the class reality comes féﬁémf?Ehis is a'WOrking class EE%l?E?PhY

. its a question of looking at different classes. This is a fundamental

question. This breaks do&n intoithings; (1) a reformist notion and (2)

revolution. This means piece of the pie. This means new éoﬁ.
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And what you have is the bourgeosie line or the pieces of pie, the
revolutionary line the Proliterian line necessitates a new {,}.
So that when Lenin for example talks about the solutioh ‘ to the
national question meaning in part insuring the right of self determination
he'shnot saying that revolutionaries spite the bourgeosie to get over
If the fight for the masses of people, in the context of a new situation
determines the way in which they are going to solve their basic
problems, then that necessitates what? fighting for a new pie. If you
don't fight for a new pie than there's no such thing as self deter-
mim tion. For who's self you talkiﬁg abaut. You're talking about
the Proliterian core, the majority of the people and not the ome hundred
(you know, like its a club in nre new York called the one hundred

Black men). Theres a key to Black leadership, you know, who influénced

at least two or three articles in the paper, the Amsterdam News.

Not this gui Pierce is going to meet with around the country.

The main thing we're talking about is how you run practice among

contradictions in relationship to what we're talking about.

I was thinking about that especially during the coming months and
quastion because there are a number of key people

who represent differentaspects than that other diagram tﬁat you made

that came off of Tim's question on the revolutionary Black power and

contradiction. The Andy Thompson the ' lecture as

that aspect of nationalism Dautry, the IMBUK and the PC Lecture Report

too certainly chould be put in the context of .~ .======

Walters coming to'another question having to do with the United

Front and a mutual party (?) and James Turner and traditional forms
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of leadership. I think its very important that we tak opportunities
to attend these sessions and sum them

up in the context of today's lecture and understanding exactly what

those people represent and how they're trying to put b people basically

into a swamp.
Let me also deal with (a little bit more with) Jessie Jackson. Here
is a man who is in PUSH whose name is Jack Odell. He is, if you look
s opg of . R .
in the Freedomways magazine, e associate editors. Jack Odell
has been associated with movement for several decades. He was a, he is

the political thinker who was close to Martin Luther King. And, in fact,

the F.B.I. challenged his key advisory role claiming he was a member
of the communist party. And of course, historically he has been. I

don't know if he joined it or not, but ‘he might as well, there are
péébie for example

just in terms what they do and how other people look at them. Jack
Odelllnow:gmerges as the right hand man of Jessie Jackson, so that when
he went to South Africa, Jack Odell whn he went in to see the Republic
leadership, Jack Odell, went it came time to go to Middle East arranged
the trip to the Middle East, who arranged the trip to Lebanon, Jack Odell
When anytime you see Jessie where you have to do something thinking around
politics, Jack Odell. Several months ago, almost a year ago, whatever
iwent to talk to Jessie. Jackson and who was sitting there Jack Odell

The thing is that Jack Odell is their interesting man. Jack odell is

not unaware .of exactly: what we are studying. Jessie uses the term

like self-determination it is not an accident,’ ‘he ‘has over heard some-
body else say it and then came up with it. But when he gets the speech
and it sounds almost like what we said it is not an accident and it is
precisely that, that confuses :‘things. You see it wonder that it would

be somebody like Bobby Wrighéléﬁ»jdst'éome crazy, psychopathic white -

personalityand that is the way to analyze the way of the world. Your
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common everyday experiences teaches you that's nuts and most workers say
that's nuts. I stand in line and everybody is broke and that means all
colors and shapes. Man, what are you talking about, do you know what I
mean? And it could be that the manager of the'store or the clerk who

is catching hell could be any color or size or shape. So what is this.
And Jessie 1s clear because there is an whole history of opportunities
itself, jumping the movement, different publicity, different rewards
splitand the people are left. But there will be mew people.to come on
the scene and these new people will not necessarily be known . and they
would want Like Dorchef, Dorchef popped out of nowhere and
it is interesting he is a Pentecostal minister, choir, and you know
that Pentecostal are people who are very emotional and they believe: ..
in the practice of the spirit becoming‘real in their flesh. I don't

know what that does in terms of bringing people in and out of his
church. But he has that ministerial aspire he can go hollar and get

people worked up but nobody knew that he was in prison for a
while, anyway nobody knows his history, including people we know that
have been struggling in New York for a long time so it is a kind of
mystery. And the police are going to put people out here to lead us

all kinds of things are going to happem. And a lot of pedple will
follow and the only thing that will help us not follow is because we
have a science, we have principals, and there is no variations on that,
it is practice. If the police join the Klan and shoot other people that
the Klan wants shot they are the claimant. If they come into our move-
ment and help us build the revolution then they are making a positive
contribution. We have to watch everybody, they would stop making positive
contribution and do something else. It is that point that our science
will reveal that they are doing that and there will be an exposure. But
this is what gets us through and not automatically of course. It is the
application although almost at one point} you know what I mean.

COMMENT : I am a little bit confused because we are talking about what are the principal
- contradictions in terms of society and the principal contradictions 3f the

uovement. Now you ment ion that the principal contradictions is this point -
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in time is leadership and I always thought the principle contradiction
is where all things link up. Whereas the leadership could possibly
be holding up the movement. On the other hand there is the questXion
that . You know when Sigmund Freud and contradicé%ns that
link up many forces. So it seems like both of them are principle
contradictions. That might be because theres a universiality in the
contradicgén.
See, if we were to say which issue is the most important issue facing
a Black youth today it probably jumps. That's the most
important issue. If we could take a survey where we could enter
the discussions that' people have then what do you talk about most?
What is it that affects your life most? Matter of fact
of the job question that alot of brothers who volunteered ¢ould have
got jobs. The job question that make -people think that the bread was
already made necessarily. Cause what, is the job. All jobs are
dangerous. And after all there are kinds of people
saying, 'Hey you know there is always cropteering in the army.'
So it depends on how slick you are. There .s some movie about Vietnam
where the brother who gets drafted, he is a 11ghtweight hustler and the
brother who drives them up to the camp, just to go up and be inducted
and they were going to deal because he is going to cormer the heroine
partner over in Vietnam and figure out how to get this smoke and hash
‘ - Lprcd -4 1w ¥
and get this back to Detroit, wherever he is. ™~ But the thing

about the movement if we say the principal contradictions is the contra-

dictions which';ééchange influence all other contradictions



ABDUL Tapes
Page 50

The reason 1eadership is the question is because which line is going
to lead beginning to find the issue? In other words, the Black Lib-
eratian, The Black United Front could give leadership to a lot of
struggles. And begin to link those strugglesup. But if you go to
the Black United Front meeting and say Bobby Wright, Andy Thompson,
Harky Marbooty, or Bernita Busch, Conrad Walls old people, right?

How are you going to lead us to sooeyl!? I represent to the struggle
of mothers to get their care for the chéldren; I represent the
struggle for elementary schools, I represent the struggle for hos-

2gai“35011ce brutality. All

pitals. I represent the struggl
different struggles. You know what they say? Spend the years

studying the constitution of our organization. We are not oriented.
Issue orientatio%%wgzgp the movement. Every one of them niggers sleep
well every night. Own buildings. Have comfortable jobs. |
wall confyrences, 0. K.? Their lives f om a day to day basis are very
nice. The masses are getting stciped on every day. And thats why

we say they afe actively subverting the Biack Liberation Movement.

We have tried to go along with.their bullshit. Ask them to s come
here to talk, ask them to do things. They;%ruii subvert the movement.
Not ol only are they subverting the movement, but, the last thing

was just the straw that broke the camels back. They put out this

piece of garbage their newspaper. You know who they support in this
newspaper? They support Sieaga. He's this facist who just won in
Jamaica. Now we know people in Jamaica who this facist is going to

murder in the streets. Understand? And they're actively supporting

these people. Sieaga is the CIA. Sieagd's campaign was paid for by
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the radical right. Now, You up at Northwestern heard Michael Manley's
wife when she was here lasc year. Interesting thing is they're not

even socialist. They're not even Marxist/Leninist. Hésa trade unionist.
He's a good liberalist; Michael Manley. Now these people here are
promiting this kind of shit. .What are we going to do? Are we going

to say, well cool this is a Black unity and yall into that and we

into this? We have to draw a line of demarcation. We extended the

hands of Harkey and to _Val Grey What did they come here. They

came here and spewed out all kinds of devices. They didn't come

here to talk about Walter Rodney and we can unite. They came here

to talk about there are people in the movement (laughter) who are
. You remember? Look, this ain't no play thing these

people are openly and blatently supporting U. S. Imperialism.
Then they go to New York, they go to Brooklyn, they go to Philadelphia
and stash the franchise and thoé e opport:un:l.st(.«i(,)?ne back to Chicago and
keep the movement from developing. Now I happen to know that Andy
Thompsonliveghree doors down from Jessie Jackson. They friends.
They talk together. Matter of fact, Andy Thompson went to the Middle
East with them. Andy thinks Jessie is cool. They, in fact, have

a little x deal whether they know itvor not. Andy is out among the
radicals, I'll keep them cool. I'll keep the radicals disorganized;
I'1l1l keep the franchise from the nuts in the east coast, come back
here-keep evérybody d cooled-out. Can you dig it? Cultural people
will continue to be confuded by various kinds of thipgs .

.. happenint at EPAY. Know what I mean--various diets, various rituals

and different things. They don't know nothing about people trying to
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buy some Wonder Bread, whatever. All the militant radical students

keep confused then Jessie will have a clear shot at leading the

Black community. But, if you go back a few years, every time a militant
movement was out here Jessie had to embrace it. He tried to embrace

it. He got no kind of morals. No kind of nothing. Embrace'the
Panthers. Embrace the Jeff Ford and Stonés. And the only reason

they fell out with the Stones is the Stones wanted more money.

And no sooner than that happened then Jessie went out and got these
Black men middle-class dudes and they formed an organization called

the Black men movement. And they armed and said we'll fight. And

it was all about who's getting the money? Same thing with Daddy-0
Daley when he had a bowling alley and they were playing aréund with

the Panthers and it all had to-do with drugs,prostitution, extortion. Big Dough.
I don't mean no penny-assed money,

I'm talking about Twenty and thirty and forty-thousand

dollars a day out of specific neighborhoods all of which_was facilitéted
by the government. Because they wanted to destabilize the neighborhood.
You want to destabilize the neighborhood let the Stones come in and

feed dope to the kids. And the?kids will rob from each others mamas

to get the dope. Then the neighborhood 1is shot to hell. Nobody can
mobilize nothing. And thats what they're doing. Jessie and a}l those
middle class people. You know these people are despicable. People
speak against these classes its not because of some personal problem

with somebody the way END OF TAPE II SIDE II
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BEGINNING TAPE III SIDE I

Mao says for example, that of the two eésays one practice is the most
important. Why?

Because basically in line with the“contradiction in showing that these
people really aren't living up to what they're talking about. 'And it
shows who really out in support of the masses.

Right. Why would we say on practice is more important than contradiction?
of the two essays?

On contradiction represent the theoretical summation the practice needs

to so one would have to have anc a certain amount of practice to under-

stand with a dilectical

Of the two problems as you could see people out here in Black
people who talk during the day; which problems do you think people have
the most with? The issues that it talks about in the two essays?

People you talk to. If you had to say which essay would you have to
concentrate on to be able to make the in-rules.& Why?

The essay on practice because basis of the two. The beginning of théory.
Like you said about students. Students have to conceﬁtrate on practice.
instéd of theory. We're always theorizing but to practice is another
story. That'® like the contradigtion of study or struggle. Struggle

would have to be put out there as the principle aspect as opposed to
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studying. Students are always studying. But you can theorize for
days.
And another thing about having a lot of practice is you can block
them off and say well what are you doing? Put those ideas into
practice. What are you doing to solve this problem declining
admission? What are you doing to fight against the tax on Black
Studies? I mean its not all about this abstraction. And you know pei
people begin to wonder.
Let me give én example of this. When wévgalﬁdintro at Circle Campus
there is a notorious organization on CirclésCampus called GSOC.
Where that name came from I don't know. Black Student Organization
for Communication.( Black é%ﬁﬁ%ﬁgtgn Campus ). Black Students on
Campus and Black Students off Campus (laughter). But anyway,

check this out now
heres what happened, they put out a newsletter/and the newsletter
had two things in it that we found very interesting. First of all
it had a book review oc of intro-news they send out on practice thats
impbrtant. Check this out. First of all the brother with the
great big astrology book. Whats his name? This brother and another
cat wrote the book review of intro. They had not been in the course.
They had not read the book. And yet they felt able to red-date the
book. And they talked about how the book had nothing to do with the
Black experience. Then these white people and the communists ....
0. K.? Secondly there wassan article there advertising their program.
And their program was, and this is in relation to Black Liberation,

was to bring somebody to campus to teach Egyptian yoga and amystical

methods of thought. That was their alternative. Now, you see, the re
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we have a clear Siggﬁre. We're not only were they criticizing some
phanthom in their head as opposed to t something out there wthat was
real like the book. You know, the book. You can pick it o up and read
it I told you this. But they knew that they would read about a political
attack. .Its very important that there the question was they didn't
read the book and we reunited students. The students wrote to the
newspaper against them and openly spoke against them.
| People who had taken the course because they

were threatened too. Cause if they took the course and they liked the
cou§§§?/8RX}°%2%X EHSXSWSEetggpggmggnigggf gﬁ%§ewgggpéﬁpes. You knowwhat I mean.
If they are right they had to fight back. When people said well
first of all you didn't take thecourse did you? Well no. Did
you read the book? Well no. Well then you're a fool. You know
and that kind of exposed them in that Egyptian yoga. I maan you know.
That goes back to the first comments I made. Theres some people who
get sucked up in that. Just like theres some people who get sucked
into an exotic diet. There are some people who walkeinto.an macro=-
bionic diet and alﬁost die. And all of that is divorce from the prac-
tice of the masses that we have this real strugle in our community

of peoples who survive on all fronts. And its in that practice

that we can solve our problems. Not reading Jethro Clauses East of Eden

or that book. There is a lot of stuff in there thats good. But
all these mystical escapist kind of things that take you away from
the mainstream of human history the mainstream of our experience
and in that practice divide the good from the bad. And thats the

way you can unite the masses. You can't unite the masses by
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""On The Country Get Over" or "On The Country Some Exotic Religion"
And thats not theyway anybody in any society has ever changed.
You get down with the masses of people. Then you can change. Its

obvious.

Whats interesting in terms of this question practice. Or if you ask

a student whats happening you might get all kinds of what I'm into
these days. Discussions about ideological interests or intellectual

pursuits. If you ask sombody on the bus or 2 friend

you run into
that you went to high school with or maybe whose fixing t6 go to
college 'whats happening'? The first answer is trying to make it.
You know the description of working two jobs how hard it is but
generally - a nositive discussion. And it seems to me you
can sum that up #l: in class essence of those two answers. But

the fact the social practice, production, scientific experiment
and so on. The middle class is in fact the key to understanding.
And if its on a very basic level that comes from people. We try to
engage people in the bookstore when they come in and thats the
kind of responsd you get fram people depending on where they come
from. Whats happening? What you do? And concretely people will
respond. Based on their practice. So thats why you have to negate the
response to whats happening people say nothing. That
don't tell you anything and it does telkyou something too.

Yes. You have to decode it. You know when people say your world

and you say I just live here. You say Naw Naw I'm just hanging there

too. Look, those are $NAistic responses that do reflect culture and
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and class. Because if you were to go up to somebody who was in a

mink coat who was standing in front of a Rolls who lived on the north
side up high in the sky in one of those quaint sophisticated rehab jobs
like on Fullerton or Armitage or somewhere on those three story walk-ups.
Everybody knows what I'm talking about all the kind of places you look
at, plants, big iron gates and all of that. And you walk up and say
'Hey, whats happening'? Very few of those people say ain't nothing

happening unless they were intoxicated one way or another.

COMMENT : I'm not so sure about that.
ABDUL: They would.
COMMENT : One of the points that came out of some of the novels and stuff

where they were talking about the tenured composition of people
who would associate with the different administrations. And he
said these people when you walk up to some of them and say well
what do you do? And they look at you and say'Do?' As if do people
do things? (laughter)

ABDUL: Other than this? (laughter)
But its true we have to figure out how to do that. Because the ques-
about philosophy is not how do we read books. Complicated strange
books you wouldn't read otherwise. But somebody wrote this book I
don't know why they wrotgit. But those kinds of things you do in
college. But its how do you take everyday con ersation like some
kind of liquid and then you boil it and get the essence. You know
sometimes you cook it. Boil it down until you getthe essence.

Like the liquor in the greens you know what I mean. That. Really

the essence. The good stuff. How do you do that in everyd.y conversation?
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How do you get the philosophical content? How do you know whether
sémebody is metaphysical or dialectical? How do you know whether
somebody 1s idealist or materialist? 1Its interesting. That is the
key. You know how you know? First of all you know in relationship
to practice. Because after all most people are not systematic
thinkers. Most people have contradictory ideas in their heads.

A lot of Black people think this-all white people are bad. On

the other hand I know some good white people. (laughter) Then

on the contrary when you're walking down the street and the police
are there and white people whipping on Black people it brings out
one thing in you, on the other hgnd, if you think about that Polish
guy on the job,_he and I ate lunch together, we have a beer aftér
work together. You have these conflicting ideas. Matter of fact
in the movement there are conflicting ideas. for example, most

men in the movement who are revolutionary minded have good lines.
In general on the question of women o in the struggle and so forth.

In other words most of us right here probably run

1979. You should anyway. But

probably there are contradictions in our line and certianly our prac-

tice.with regard to how thats implemented. Thats part of the struggle.

Thats part of the struggle to transform. I think that among people
there's

like ourselves who are Black Marxist/Leninist and so forth *“pYro-

bably contradiction with the residue of nationalism hanging around.

Here and there and thats a constant struggle. Its a oonstant struggle
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to take into consideration the realities of national oppression.
and who we are and not forget who we are. On the other hand how
much do we make of that? What do we make of that? For example,
if we are figh 'ng to save the Black studies program, fighting to )
save an open admissions program, fightiﬁg paye anxog%ﬁdgg %ssions program for
on campus and so on. Do we just go out and organize Black people?
Circle Campus has 22,000 students and 3,000 Black people. Is that
what we say? Or do we go out and try to reach and explain to every-
body and talk about a fighter for one a fighter for all. How do you
talk about a fighter for one a fightar for all. How we need to
. take all the problems that face and use our collective
strength to fight for the things that represent democracy and progress?
The point here is that we have to coﬁstantly avoid nationalism.
without s liquidating the fact a that we are Black people. 1Its not
unreal. Its real. Its a material reality. And its a function of
two things one positive one negative. Positive in the sense that we
are who we are based on our traditions based upon our history, based

upon our collective experience.. And we are who we are negatively

based upon a bunch of racists
because we're oppressed by a bunch ofracists.who tell us we are all

in the same group. So that not only is it a matter of choice, its a
matter of you ain't got no choice. And its for both reasons. And
while we fight f to overcome the negativesy-and that gives everybody the
possibility of saying I'm going to be the kind of person I want to be--

and that could be I'm going to live with white people, I'm going to
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live with Indians. Cat I grew up with, right?, Abrahm Sally who does
fron the cards out there, his brother who's the baddest artist=of them
all, all these cats in Chicago, went to live with the e Indians.

Cat lives in New Mexico. In grade school he drew 'little Abner. Boy!

He could draw 'lil Abnew. He was out-a-sight!. All them little char-
acters. But he cut out and he should have the right to do that.

The Black dude grew up in Cabrini just like everybody else. Cats liQing
with the Indians. I don't know how he got there. How his life -

the zlg and the zag - we would fight for the right for people to be

able to do that. At the same time we would fight for the right to main-

tain our own F?§§2t1°“s'

TFa. We would fight for the right to maintain what-
e ver dialectical continuity we could rediscover all the way back to

the origins of people. Whether that was or

whatever it would be. Linking us up to our heritage in that way.
Because all those things represent the demoecratic future.for every
group of people. We're Nero. On the other hand, we're not universal
to the point that we don't know who we are. That we think we're
Russian, Chinese or something else. Which is of course what the Nero-
nationalist would like to think. When I look at this book I domn't
see'simply China'., 1I'll keep my a in the debate and the
(?7NYC) stood up and said Mao was a Chinese nationalist. He got in
those caves in (Unan?) and re-wrote Marxism and subordinate&tto the
needs of nationalist in China. And when in point in fact he was in
armed combat with Chiang Kai Zéﬁgzk who was a Chinese nationalist
straight up. Its completely misunderstood and rmisrepresented this.

We see this. We see the color red. And the color red is what?
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The universal color of the proliteriat all over the world. And if

you were right now went to any country in the world revolutionaries

would be talking about Marxist and Leninism. Every country in

the world. Not one exception. And that included Iran. ____ the

Moolas and the Iaéggias represented the progressive force against the
Shaw and now represent a re-retrogressive force in Iran. And of the

very ones who would\end up embracing the United States and throwing

grain in revolutionaries like a lot qﬁ?ggudents that we have historically
struggled with in this country.in jail. Why? Cause women need to wear

veils and walk behind me. And because I'm an Iatolla and I'm

I can have 6 or 7. And any volunteers. The Iranian women ain't going
for it. Theres going to be blood in the streets. But in the end

the color of revolution is red. Its as simple as that. And its hard
in the United . States because theories ain't nothing. And then they
always want to say outside and bringing some foreign ideas. Thats
why be dialectical be a materialist. Root it in our practice. Before
its over you know how our dialectist are going to get over? For the
masses? When we get another person like Langston Hughes, who is a
thorough going revolutionary thinker who ‘can translate it through some-
body like Jessie P. Simple. And a cartoonist.And somebody who's

going to be singing like Stevie. See Stévie is not a materialist.
Stevie's on Saturn. You understand? Where its slow and orange.

We're on earth snow in graves. Chicago.

He makes an interesting analysis thats song. You can hé%‘ him say

Thats right. Thats right. And that's gone. That shows the flaw.
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You need somebody to talk about it right here. And thats something
you should do too. What happens to young kids. Every high-school
in this city has talent shows. Big events. Real important. And there

are two kinds of things people do

(1) You copy somebody who is famous. (90% of the singing
groupsbgo in and sing somebody elses jams. The latest
tunes they come in and they sing them. Every now
and then some people come along who are truly creative
do their own stuff at that level. Now what the
ruling class does is they say look we're so serious
about keeping our thing going ~ ain't nothing but a
constant talent search. You know how the art institute
works? They have a program that starts in grade school.
They go out throughout the city and they find all these
kids in grade school who are good artists and they
have a saturday program. So, from grade school through-
out high school you go to thei?aggggggm and the guy
comes around and says O. K. next week bring in a picture
of a horse galloping. Everybody draws it and they come
in and you get the g credit. 5 points for something.

By the time you graduate from high school and you have
enough points you get an automatic full scholarship from
the art institute. The sculptor, Chicago Black sculptor
Richard Hunt. Thats how Richard Hunt got over. They
found his buttiin Englewood when he was in gradeschool
And the reason I know this story was Calvin Jones who
helped do the wall up here on Michigan was also found in
grade school and they were class mates at the art
institute and spent grade school and high school going
to the art institute. Thats the ruling class stuff.
Now you go up and talk to Richard Hunt; Richard Hunt

doesn't know who he is. He's got a big barn, he has a
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party ever
party every year. He brings in the classigal music
group and they sit around and play European music
and everybody sits around sipping coctails and thats
the great Black artist. And he's got something
hanging out there in Woodson Museum. A thing called
something. I don't know what it is but its a thing
two twisted pieces of metal. I think maybe we should
do that? That is go out and find people with talent
and get them to turn their talent not toward the

tastes of bourgeosie . But toward

artistic expression regarding struggle. Regarding
Black unity. Regarding bring people together singing
something positive. Like all those songs that came
out in the sixties. People don't know about them

kids don't necessarily know about those songs any more.
Keep on pushing. 'We're a Winner'. 'I'm Black and I'm
Proud'. All those songs. 'Wake up Everybody' . . .
Those are the songs that need to be emulated. Not
just the way they are but in terms of what the cultural
style isogight now. Sing the songs in the context
that relates to the practice of people but that guides
'em. Don't lower t ourselves to the practice which

would mean that we would go off conquer - whatever it is.
Wha tever the different styles are that people are into.

One last thing on this question of style, I hope that
everybody could see that this is a more dynamic process.
Cause there are two things wrong number one this is

Sunday and people might confuse because of my errors and
style perhaps because of ritual this is sunday and this

is not a sermon. This fhuld be a dialog and there should
be struggle. The struggle to wheéﬁr these ideas are real
or not. And how to apply them so that this is no substitute
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Each year

article and a calendar struggle inside.

for individual study, or collective study. In peoples
before when we would have 3 session like this and
different students would go off and sometimes we would
spend all night debating these ideas until they could
git 'em. If you could get. “em you could move further
towards revolution. If you don't git 'em then you are
consciously deciding not to do that. And it to be
honest with what it is you are trying to do.really,
You know what I mean. Like remember when you talked
about being read from the inside out. Its lard. 1Its
not easy. Its easy to wash your hands. Its not easy
to cleanse your body. And its really hard to cleanse

your mind. Think your body just stopped eating at
McDonalds. Cleanse your mind is difficult and thats
what we're talking about. So I hope that we don't

make the error of misinterpreting. Because the other
thing isighat something I say might very well be wrong.
And if it isn't rooted outtand we are not comsolidated
around it, then my error becomes your error. And

then the movement is reduced down to those kinds of
limitations and thats not the case. That would be

a disaster and not a good thing.' So as I understand it

ancthar

the calendar (recognizes point from someone)

in bringing out the Black Liberation News with a major

And we thought through the

edioriadl in one session so you really know what the remainder of the

last three pages of the editorial in the was influenced.

the

we know

legitimate that we study the struggle

And

and the point is how you take the line out. Cause



ABDUL Tapes

Page 65
Timbuktu and do ways
Well we're coming upon very intensive periods of getting
the And its going to require each and every one

to make a very substantial contribution in terms of time and resources.
To Two things: 1) I'll be calling on people to physically deliver the
calendar lots of time, wher whether or not you have a car

And

ten bundles an hour or two hore hours

And there will be difections in terms of who will pick up the check

or just drop it off and that kind of thing. To get to that point

we need places to take it. And I think the people have any ideas about
community ceﬁters, barber shops--places where people hang out the

calendar should be delivered.

if you got questions about how much the calendars cost that information
you can takewith you have that information and pass it along.
‘But the basic trying to get people to purchase more than they need so
that we can give other people free calendars. So that people who
make donations, people can make donatioms to the Center for Afro-American
Studies so that they can you know that those donmations are taz tax
deductible. That information is going to be needed also. And during
the month as you go to these othtr things because

occasions that you will be parti-
cipating in you should remember to keep your mind and you should have
some kind of restrictions and.take them out, distribute them, and when

you come back let me know what kind of response you got and that kind of thing.
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The calendars will be in the store but it is imperative that you do not
grab and snatch campus.

Whats happening to the line? How its being used.

If I'm not here just leave a note how many you took. And what happaned.
to them. But I would per prefer that you actually let me know how things

went down.

Are you using the term s calendars synonymous with Black Liberation?
Black Liberationm.

O.K. Theres some food.

END OF TAPE



